
MINUTES OF LICENSING PANEL MEETING - WEDNESDAY, 22 JULY 2020 
 
 

Present:  
 
Councillors 
 
Brookes Cox Hutton  
 
 
In Attendance:  
 
Lennox Beattie, Executive and Regulatory Support Manager 
Sharon Davies, Senior Licensing Solicitor 
 
1 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN 
 
The Licensing Panel considered the appointment of a Chairman for the meeting. 
 
Resolved: 
 
That Councillor Hutton be appointed Chairman for the meeting.  
 
2 DECLARATION OF INTEREST - LICENSING 
 
There were no declarations of interest on this occasion.  
 
3 PROCEDURE FOR THE MEETING 
 
The Chairman explained the procedure for the meeting including that an equal time limit 
of fifteen minutes for all parties.  
 
4 APPLICATION FOR A PREMISES LICENCE - CO-OP, NORTH DRIVE, THORNTON-
CLEVELEYS, FY5 3PG 
 
The Licensing Panel considered an application for a new Premises Licence in respect of 
the Co-op, North Drive. The application sought permission to sell alcohol for consumption 
off the premises 06.00 – 23.00 hours daily.  
 
Mr Richard Arnot, Solicitor for the applicant, and Mr Gary Redpath, Area Manager Coop 
Group, were both in attendance via Zoom and made representations to the Licensing 
Panel. Mr Arnot highlighted the Coop group’s long history of working as part of the 
licensed trade and its rigorous procedures for staff training and risk management. Mr 
Arnot expressed his view that the objections were speculative and not backed up by 
evidence. He asked the Licensing Panel to pay particular emphasis to the fact that none of 
the responsible authorities had submitted objections to the grant of the licence.  
 
Councillor Tony Williams, Ward Councillor for Anchorsholme, was in attendance via Zoom 
and spoke in objection to the application. Councillor Williams highlighted concerns that 
had been expressed to him as Ward Councillor about the potential for increased anti-
social behaviour and previous incidents in the location. Councillor Williams highlighted his 
view that many in the local community were against the application and would have 
submitted objections were it not for the Coronavirus  
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The Licensing Panel considered carefully the evidence submitted by both parties and the 
Licensing Objectives. While it noted Councillor Williams’ concerns, it balanced that with 
the operating schedule and conditions already agreed by the applicant which outlined the 
application’s intention to work pro-actively to address any potential issues. The Panel was 
mindful that no responsible authority had objected to the application. The Licensing Panel 
concluded that it would not reasonable to refuse the application and neither was it 
necessary to add any further conditions to the licence.  
 
Resolved: 
 
That the application for a Premises Licence in respect of Coop, North Drive be granted as 
outlined in the agenda.   
 
  
  
  
  
Chairman 
  
(The meeting ended at 3.05 pm) 
  
Any queries regarding these minutes, please contact: 
Lennox Beattie Executive and Regulatory Manager 
Tel: 01253 477157 
E-mail: lennox.beattie@blackpool.gov.uk 

 


